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Mr. BEREUTER into the House of Representa-
tives in November of 1978, the same year I 
was first elected to this chamber. As a mem-
ber of the same freshman class I got to know 
Representative BEREUTER during those weeks 
preceding our first terms. Over that period, 
and in the years since, I have found Con-
gressman BEREUTER to be a consummate pro-
fessional and a remarkable representative for 
the people of Nebraska. 

He is the quintessential public servant, hav-
ing served as an officer in the United States 
Army, as well as various capacities within Ne-
braska’s State government, including service 
as a State Senator, prior to his election to 
Congress. 

Mr. BEREUTER has announced his retirement 
effective at the end of the 108th Congress. 
During his distinguished career, Mr. BEREUTER 
has left his mark in the halls of Congress. I 
know that Congressman BEREUTER will be 
missed in this body for the integrity with which 
he dealt with each person he came across 
during his tenure. 

Madam Speaker, I join my colleagues in 
congratulating Congressman BEREUTER on a 
job well done. The people of Nebraska have 
been well served for the past twenty-six years. 
He has served with distinction, and will retire 
with the respect of his peers. Congratulations 
and best wishes for a long and prosperous re-
tirement, Congressman BEREUTER. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a good friend and outstanding 
public servant, Congressman DOUG BEREU-
TER. 

I have become familiar with DOUG and his 
work having served as a member of the U.S. 
House delegation to the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly, which he chairs. I have participated 
in numerous congressional delegations abroad 
which he has led and was always impressed 
with his knowledge of world affairs and his de-
termination to increase understanding among 
NATO partners. 

DOUG also has been a tireless advocate for 
his Cornhusker State constituents during his 
twenty-six year House tenure. He has served 
longer than any other Nebraskan, during 
which time he has penned many laws to help 
his diverse constituency, including ones to 
promote his state’s agricultural exports, im-
prove health care and child welfare, end inter-
national hunger, and protect Native Ameri-
cans. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to call DOUG 
BEREUTER a friend and colleague. His constitu-
ents and our country are losing an honorable 
and dedicated public servant, the likes of 
which bring credit to this hallowed institution in 
which we are so fortunate to serve. I wish him 
and his wife, Louise, health and happiness in 
their future endeavors. 

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I am honored 
to participate in this special order recognizing 
the many years of dedicated service to the 1st 
District of Nebraska and to our country by our 
good friend and colleague, DOUG BEREUTER. 

DOUG is one of the hardest working, dedi-
cated and principled Members to serve in this 
House. In his quiet way, he has successfully 
worked to bring about significant reforms and 
accomplishments in many areas. Through it 
all, he has done so with the highest moral 
character, unquestioned integrity, and has 
been true to his convictions. DOUG has been 
an example to us all by working in an effective 
and bipartisan manner, more interested in pol-

icy and legislation than scoring political points. 
He considers each issue on the merits and 
isn’t afraid to follow his own convictions and 
do what he believes is right. If DOUG proposes 
a legislative initiative, you can count on it 
being well-considered and carefully thought 
out. 

Perhaps his strength of character and prin-
cipled behavior comes from his Midwestern 
Nebraska roots that go back five generations. 
He has served Nebraska and his constituents 
well, never losing sight of the special needs 
and concerns of his district. DOUG has been a 
leader in many varied initiatives that have ben-
efited his constituents and the country. He has 
been active in promoting a national trail pro-
gram that improves the quality of life for all 
Americans. As a colleague on the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, I know he 
has been diligent in tending to the various 
transportation needs of his district. While not a 
Member of the Agriculture Committee, he 
nonetheless has been active in promoting pro-
posals to aid farmers. 

Just this year, the Financial Services Com-
mittee and the House have acted on other ini-
tiatives he has spearheaded for many years, 
including flood insurance reform and home 
loan guarantee programs. 

Perhaps the area for which DOUG has be-
come most recognized here in the House and, 
literally, around the world is that of foreign af-
fairs. He is recognized as one of the hardest 
working members of the International Rela-
tions Committee and has served admirably as 
Chairman of the Asian Subcommittee and the 
Europe Subcommittee. 

For many years he was the Chairman of the 
House delegation to the British American Par-
liamentary Group and remains an active mem-
ber today. He is currently Chairman of the 
U.S. House Delegation to the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly as well as President of 
the NATO PA itself, positions that require 
countless hours of work and effort on a con-
tinuing basis. He is a co-founder of the Con-
gressional-Executive Commission on China 
that was essential in winning permanent nor-
mal trade relations with China while ensuring 
that we continue to monitor human rights, 
guard against prison labor exports and put in 
place other related safeguards. The many 
other boards, commissions and task forces he 
has served on over the years are too numer-
ous a to mention. 

While I regret DOUG leaving the House, he 
is undoubtedly well suited for his next position 
as president of The Asia Foundation. He is 
keenly aware of the increasingly important role 
of Asia and in the benefit to Asia and to the 
U.S. in helping to encourage growth and pros-
perity from within the region. The goal of the 
Asian Foundation is the ‘‘development of a 
peaceful, prosperous, and open Asia-Pacific 
region.’’ It accomplishes this through sup-
porting programs that help improve govern-
ance, economic reform and development, in-
creased participation of women, and other in-
ternal reforms. I know all of these are prin-
ciples that DOUG shares, and he will provide 
strong and steady guidance to the organiza-
tion. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t note another im-
portant ingredient to DOUG’s—success—lovely 
wife Louise. An accomplished artist and musi-
cian, Louise has been a loyal and steadfast 
partner as DOUG has faced his many respon-
sibilities. I will long remember one night on a 

recent BAPG trip to Ditchley Park outside Ox-
ford. Louise played one song after another on 
the piano as the rest of us struggled to sing 
along. I’m afraid our vocal abilities were no 
match for her musical skills. But it was a lot 
of fun, and that is how I will always think of 
DOUG and Louise—good and decent people 
who know how to enjoy life. 

So I wish them well as they move to San 
Francisco and begin this new phase of their 
life together. DOUG can be proud of his service 
here in the House, an I am proud to have 
served with him and to consider him a friend. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today after 2:00 p.m. 
on account of official business in the 
district. 

Mr. QUINN (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today after noon and the 
balance of the week on account of fam-
ily medical reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. PEARCE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. MICA, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Friday, July 9, 2004, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

8957. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Under Secretary for Personnel and Readi-
ness, Department of Defense, transmitting 
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